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The community conversation about Tolson
Center continues to move forward.

When the city of Elkhart announced that the youth and community center along Benham
Avenue would close in summer 2018, a group led by Chamber President, Levon Johnson,
and Community Foundation President, Pete McCown, formed to discuss Tolson’s future.
That led to more than 150 people participating in four community meetings, more than 100
people meeting with advisory group members and 418 Pierre Moran Middle School
students completing a survey on what they’d like Tolson to include.

Even as the City of Elkhart made plans to reopen the center in the short-term and recently
celebrated its opening, the group has been meeting to discuss a possible long-term plan
that would include possible expansion and a public-private partnership. The advisory
group, which expanded following the community meetings, toured the Charles Black
Community Center, which is part of the South Bend Venues Parks & Arts system. The
Community Foundation of Elkhart County and Greater Elkhart Chamber of Commerce
convened a number of meetings that have included city officials, neighbors and people
working to help Elkhart succeed.
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GreenPlay LLC, RRC Associates and Jones Petrie Rafinski have consulted with the group
and created several concepts for how Tolson could best serve the neighborhood and
surrounding community.

Presenting the ideas to the public to garner more feedback is the next step in the process. 
Here is a PDF with some of the information gathered from the community as well as rough
concept drawings to possibly expand both the primary building and surrounding outdoor
facilities at Tolson Center. A meeting is planned from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on October 24 at
Tolson Center, 1320 Benham Avenue, Elkhart. Those who attend this workshop will get a
closer look at the concepts and be able to offer opinions and suggestions.

We have committed from the beginning to engage the community in dreaming about what
could be and we will continue to keep you informed, listen to and acknowledge concerns
and aspirations. We need public input as we continue to work toward a proposal to present
to the City of Elkhart by the end of 2019.
 
Feel free to share this email with your friends and others in the community you believe will
be interested. We look forward to seeing you on October 24.
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