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Biographical Information

The Vote411 guide already includes basic biographical information about you. What
else should voters know about you and why you are running for office?

Education Graduate of Elkhart Central
High School and Industrial Illustration
degree from Purdue University

Occupation/Current Position Mayoral
Candidate for The City of Elkhart

Email Address
mayordavemiller@gmail.com

Mailing Address
PO Box 474
Elkhart, IN 46515

Website
http://www.mayordavemiller.com

Campaign Phone (574) 849-0116

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/MayorDaveMiller/

Education BA, Economics

Occupation/Current Position Energy / Risk
Management Specialist

Email Address
admin@rodroberson.com

Mailing Address
115 E. Lexington Ave.
Elkhart, IN 46516

Website
http://www.rodroberson.com

Campaign Phone (574) 400-5788

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/RodRobersonForElkh
art
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Every day, people commute from other cities to work in Elkhart. Some have argued
that many commuters choose not to live in Elkhart due to the poor quality of public
schools. Do you think this is a problem? If so, how would you remedy this situation?

David Miller:
Most people recognize Dave Miller as
former Mayor of the City of Elkhart. Dave
also started and grew two successful
businesses as President/CEO. Two years
after graduating from Purdue University,
Dave and a partner started a commercial
art business which Dave led to be a
regionally recognized powerhouse. In 1994,
Dave won his first campaign to become
an At-large Elkhart City Common Council
member. In 2000, after his mayoral win,
Dave sold his business interests to focus
his executive skills as Mayor. Dave kept his
promises by leading vital public-private
partnerships. Dave chose not to seek a
third term and became President of CWRV
Transport which he led to be one of the
nation’s largest transporters of more than
60,000 RVs per year. In 2018 Dave
determined he should seek to return to
public service. His experience in private
and public sectors uniquely qualifies Dave
to Move Elkhart Forward. Dave envisions
Elkhart to be the standard-bearer that
other cities seek to model for success.

Rod Roberson:
I am an experienced administrator and
dedicated public servant. I have spent the
last 20+ years serving the people of Elkhart.
Regardless of my role, whether it was
working in the private sector, my 16 years
as an At-Large Councilman, or leading
innovative change as an administrator in
the nonprofit and public sectors, I’m a
dedicated father of 4 children and 1
grandchild. My wife Regina and I are
members of New Vision Church and enjoy
a committed relationship with Christ. We
have always sought to give voice to all
members of our community. I have always
stepped up to be a leader within Elkhart,
because it is my home, and I am
passionate about the change we can
create together.



The city has spent considerable energy over the past four years attracting young
professionals to our community, including allocating money toward housing and
walkways in the downtown area. Meanwhile, the Tolson Center, a facility that served
many low-income youth, has been defunded. Do you agree with these budgeting
decisions? What suggestions do you have to make Elkhart a welcoming community
for people from all socioeconomic backgrounds?

David Miller:
First, our largest challenge is Elkhart’s
insufficient housing for the 28,000 who
commute here daily. Regarding public
schools, the Mayor does not run the
schools. There have been three teachers
in my family and I graduated from Elkhart.
Schools are one important spoke in the
wheel of our City. We can always
revolutionize educational solutions with
Elkhart’s innovative spirit. Today, we have
great tools such as career pathways,
hundreds of kids graduating with 2-year
associates degrees, Career Quest,
Manufacturing Days, The Crossing, Lifeline,
Boys & Girls Club, and other allies of ECS
are strengthening workforce
preparedness for our students. Do our
schools need a plan? Certainly that is their
job to provide alongside engaged
community partnerships and support. We
have many more academic initiatives
than other cities which we can promote
and attract families who will increasingly
seek the opportunity to enter Elkhart’s
schools.

Rod Roberson:
The bigger question is how we create
exceptional school performance and
provide safe, affordable housing within all
neighborhoods. The children who live in
our neighborhoods need to reach a higher
standard. We cannot attract new families
if there is a perception that our schools
are poor quality. The reality is only known
by those who live here. Which is why this
must be addressed. Perceptions drive
reality, and the inverse is also true. While it
is accurate that some of our schools have
lower scores, we as a community can
provide support to address the
deficiencies directly. I intend to promote
and advocate programming in places like
Tolson to better support our students.

My insight and experience within the
school system, the not-for-profit sector,
and neighborhood development makes
me the most qualified candidate to lead
forums that will build partnerships
between our residents and our
neighborhood schools.



What do you see as the future of the Tolson Center and what part should the city of
Elkhart play in that future? Please be specific about what types of programs
(athletics, academics, etc) the Tolson Center should include and what audience
these programs should target.

David Miller:
After three refuted plans, the Mayor and
City Council agreed to fund Tolson Center,
reopened it this September, making it
available to all youth. Tolson will continue
to serve its vital role in the community and
it is poised to provide programming for
significantly more kids and families. The
mayor needs to be everyone’s mayor. For
young professionals, while we may have
started spending considerable energy
attracting younger professionals to our
community, our City population is not yet
growing. This growth is critical to achieve
as young people are moving to cities with
the vitality and features that they expect
in an urban environment. We have much
work to do to prove that we can compete
with growing cities like Fort Wayne and
Grand Rapids. We must serve all young
people in all neighborhoods throughout
our City. So far, yes, I agree with the
budgeting decisions as they are only a
start for what needs to come. The good
news is that we started.

Rod Roberson:
I believe it is imperative that we do not
miss the opportunity to make the Tolson
Center a state-of the-art facility. One that
is re-imagined in a way that positively
impacts the rest of the community. In
order to make Elkhart a welcoming
community for people from all
socioeconomic backgrounds, my
administration will use the model set forth
by the Aquatics Center as a way to create
an “anchor” for different neighborhoods. I
believe these community anchors can
enhance investment and economic
growth in the surrounding area. Tolson
Center can become an anchor that will
revitalize educational attainment, quality
of housing and ensure all residents are
engaged in the development of the
neighborhood.



How would you positively influence the perception of the Elkhart Police Department
and increase community involvement with department oversight?

David Miller:
The Parks and Recreation Master Planning
process is surveying residents about their
ideas for Tolson’s community programs. I
believe in this process; first listening to the
needs of the community. As Mayor, I will
assure those needs are incorporated into
a clear plan, budget (with clear funding
sources) that will quickly make it a reality.
As for specifics, I want to see the
assessment results. Programs can range
from youth athletic and academic
programs to career planning resources
and parenting classes for adults. It could
include arts and cultural elements or be a
parks and event center for family and
community gatherings. I do believe that it
is a mayor’s responsibility to deploy
specific neighborhood engagement
activities, to listen and understand stated
needs. We must allow for innovation and
the entrepreneurial spirit to arise from all
of this - most especially to benefit youth.
Tolson must be successfully resolved a
year from now.

Rod Roberson:
The Tolson Center should appeal to a
multi-generational audience. This means
multi-generational programming that
allows all generations to interact with
each other. I will seek to create community
spaces that contain programming
appropriate for people of different
backgrounds, working families and any
resident that wants to visit.

As for specific programming, I will solicit
input directly from the community served
by Tolson. I will seek to build cross-cultural
relationships within the community so that
the development of programming is truly
reflective of the needs within the
community. With consistent
communication between the residents
and the city, I know the Tolson Center will
be able to serve the residents in a way
that is amenable to all involved.



Some have argued that there is a lack of high-quality affordable housing available in
Elkhart. Do you believe this is the case? If so, what specific steps will you take to
address the problem?

David Miller:
As you recall while I was Mayor, I brought
forth accreditation to the Police
Department. Unfortunately, a previous
administration let it lapse. I support
accreditation efforts to provide
transparencies which will benefit the
citizens of Elkhart. The members of the
police force should be empowered to
serve at higher levels of professional
standards. I believe in our police, fire and
emergency responders. As a community
we must know they are well-trained and
they are equipped for any circumstance.
In rare incidences, they may make
mistakes. When they do, proper action up
to termination must take place. With
proper procedures and the right tools,
personnel and leadership, I believe that all
matters can be handled justly and
efficiently. I will work with all first responder
leadership to assure we are absolutely
aligned and working together.

Rod Roberson:
My top priorities include transparency,
accountability, and communication in
order to continue building positive
relationships with the community. The
police department is the city’s front facing
department and their standard has to be
above reproach. In collaboration with the
department, I will review the information
from the analysis that is currently being
done by the City of Elkhart. It is critical to
have practices and procedures in place to
address situations such as those the
department faced this year.

Safety and the perception of it through
policing has to be an integral part of those
plans. Additionally, the role citizens play is
also paramount. Community policing can
be defined as a symbiotic relationship
between citizens and the police
department. I support our officers and
believe in providing them with the
resources necessary for them to serve
and protect.
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David Miller:
I love Elkhart, yet we lack sufficient housing
options and we lag in quality of life
amenities for the 53,000 who live here and
for the 28,000 who commute to Elkhart
daily. 50% of Elkhart’s housing stock is
comprised of rental units and a significant
percentage of those are substandard. We
have no Minimum Housing Code in effect
so that dilapidated housing negatively
impacts the market and our city’s
appearance. Rehabilitation and blight
removal will help strengthen the city’s
housing options. My administration will
seek adaptive infill projects (on vacant
City-owned parcels) to yield all types of
housing stock. We are in a period of
historically low interest rates. It’s important
to note that City tax base is increasing,
while our cost of living remains low. We are
in a winning position as we continue to
adopt the Elkhart 2040 Economic
Development Plan to address further
housing initiatives, talent attraction and
retention; including the overall
redevelopment of Elkhart neighborhoods.

Rod Roberson:
Elkhart is witnessing substantial housing
growth in the city’s downtown area.
Ongoing local developments such as the
Elkhart River District project will increase
the city’s downtown housing value. While
current developments are positive and will
continue, I will also examine disparities in
housing. This means working with all
housing providers including the Michiana
Rental Association to raise the standard of
housing throughout the city, as well as
working towards reducing conditions
contributing to homelessness. I intend to
create quality affordable housing
throughout the income spectrum, from
high end to low, but it must be done
strategically. We must create a
comprehensive plan for all neighborhoods
where residents can access the amenities
in a way that makes the housing
attractive.
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